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Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
Minutes 
Date: 8/10/2022 Time:  6:30 P.M. Location: Edgewood Town 

Hall, Commission Meeting 
Room 

Members and Alternates Present: David Bergsten, Diana Boyd, Michael Morrow, K.R. Scott, Bryce Simons  
Members Absent:  Ralph Hill 

Public Present: none 

Parks & Recreation Administrator: Benjamin Wiltbank  

1. Call to Order 

 Called to Order by Chairperson KR Scott at 6:37 pm 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Approval motion made and seconded.  

3.  Approval of Meeting Minutes from Last Meeting 

Approval motion made and seconded with minor correction. 

4. Commissioner Meeting Notes 

Ben Wiltbank attended the most recent Commissioner’s meeting.   The Commissioners approved listing of 3 
Parks &Recreation projects, the Pedestrian Bridge, and Edgewood 7 Trail to the ICIP for 2024-2028.  The 
amounts designated for these efforts and initial work towards possible construction of an Edgewood pool 
have not yet been determined.  
5. Public Comments 

None at this meeting.  

6. Matters from Advisory Committee Members  
a. Potential Parks & 

Recreation 
Liaisons to other 
town 
departments 

Ben spoke with the new town manager about this possibility.  Higher priorities 
are needing direct attention at this time so Commission endorsement of liaisons 
has been shelved temporarily until these other issues get addressed. 

b. Status of school 
building 

 Mike inquired about any new developments.  Efforts are still underway to 
ensure the best use of this vacant facility.   

c. Youth Advisory 
Committee 

Further discussion was made of the need for more input from youth in our 
planning, particularly from middle and high school students.   

d. Librarian Interest The new librarians have expressed interest in working with Parks & Recreation 
Advisory Committee on some projects.   

e. Webpage needs The town webpages are maintained by Linda Burke and meet overall needs.  
Concern was expressed about making our Parks &Recreation webpages more 
readily accessible and user friendly.   

f. Senior Center 
gardening 

Packages of seeds are available for planting at the Senior gardens, but efforts 
this late in the growing season may not be advisable.  It was suggested that high 
schoolers be paired with Seniors to provide the energy and flexibility to ensure 
adequate planting.    

7. Matters from Old Business 

a. BMX Track • Ben mentioned that the ICIP lists an amount of $1.9 million towards this 
project.  This would create a track comparable to the one in Albuquerque 
and considerably greater than local needs.  Intent is to submit a grant 
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proposal on Friday for $465,000 for the bike park and adjacent 
playground to fill the actual local needs.   

b. Park Updates 
 

• SFC Equestrian Center – No maintenance agreement with the 
State has been completed yet.  In recent discussions with a new 
Santa Fe County Commissioner, the possibility of future passing 
the facility over to the town of Edgewood was mentioned. 

• Bassett Park – A scout approached Ben about a possible Eagle 
Scout Service Project at the park.  Options considered include re-
painting of pavement lines, repairs to signage, work on pathways 
between sections of the park, and weeding of the edges to 
improve appearance.  Materials are now available to re-surface 
the basketball court.  Drainage issues remain a concern at the 
park.  Potential shading for playground equipment was discussed 
and the need for materials that will weather local environmental 
conditions well.  

• ECHO Ridge Park (Section 34) – Annexation of the parkland is 
pending completion of the BLM lease stipulations.  BLM has been 
difficult to reach recently while dealing with other business.  The 
fencing is now complete except for 2 remaining locations:  a 
roughly 50-foot section along a vacant lot near Windmill Road 
and a break on the southeast side next to private property.  There 
is also a spot in the center of the east side fence needing repairs 
where the wire was cut.  David Bergsten attached fencing with U-
nails at a gap in the NE corner adjacent to the private fence there.  
Damage to the fiberglass cover on the kiosk was repaired, but 
some graffiti remains to be removed from the back side of the 
sign.  Completion of the parking area and picnic benches is 
expected when grant money is made available.  Grant money of 
$250,000 should be available by October to take on some of this 
work.  There is also grant money of $98,000 specifically for trail 
and trailhead work.  Some of this trail money could be applied to 
make improved access consistent with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). Damage to trails has been reduced with 
gates and fencing, but some motorized vehicles continue to 
bypass the barriers and drive offroad.  Some illegal cutting of 
wood continues in the park, primarily along the entrance road.  
Some littering continues, but the amount has been reduced.  A 
church group has volunteered to work on park improvements.  
Other than some trash removal, their greatest assistance could be 
with trail preparation and improvements.  Questions were raised 
about the height of the horse gate limiting safe equestrian access.  
This could be best addressed by Ralph Hill.    

• Poker Draw (Section 32) –   Diana and KR made a field trip to look 
at possible locations for parking.  They noted the current use of a 
private road (East Trail Road) by folks visiting the State land.  
Discussion of a possible easement for use of this private road for 
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access was discussed.  As a lease from the State, our work is 
limited to trail maintenance and some fencing for safety and 
property protection.  The question of liability for injury was 
discussed (State vs. town) and any improvements made to the 
property will need to consider this issue.  Need for cleanup was 
also discussed for the section of land previously used as a 
shooting pit 

• Venus Park – There were about 200 people for the most recent 
movie night so plenty of interest in this use of the facility.  A new 
mower will help with trimming up the grounds.  A grant for $1.64 
million is being submitted to the State to make needed 
improvements.  Among the needs is a septic system for the park.     

• Community Playground – Some weed trimming and minor 
cosmetic improvements were made recently following plant 
growth with the monsoon rains. 

c. General Updates None discussed. 

d. Events A water day between 10 A.M. and 1 P.M. is scheduled later this month.  
 
Diana and KR took a first effort at designing a draft event schedule for the 25th 
Anniversary of the town of Edgewood in July 2024.  The events proposed by KR 
by date were reviewed and discussed briefly along with suggestions for changes 
and additions.  A revised draft is being developed for discussion at our next 
meeting before finalization for submission to the Commissioners for their review 
and suggestions.  The events include those associated with local celebrations of 
the July 4 holiday.  

e. Grants See grants discussed above for individual parks and other projects.    

f. Bridge updates No updates on plans to move ahead or discontinue this project.   

g. Trails updates No updates on any trail projects.   

h. Youth Events for 
Summer (YES) 
Program 

Brandyn Burke served as program director for the YES program this summer.  
Suggestion was made by Bryce that she prepare a comprehensive summary 
report of the program for future planning purposes.  The YES program 
completed the summer season successfully and set a baseline standard for the 
coming years.    

8. Future Items 

a. Our Advisory Committee is shy one member with the resignation of Allison Apple.  We appreciate 
her efforts to develop long-term plans and hope to get another motivated individual to fill her space.  
Discussion of possible candidates was made.  Employees of the town were considered, but 
restrictions could rule out their service in a volunteer role.  Bryce indicated an interest in contacting 
a person in the Williams Ranch Road area and it was agreed that better representation from that 
geographical part of town is desirable.  The selection of someone focusing on town events and 
recreational interests would be preferred.  Intent is to discuss potential candidates before or at our 
next meeting prior to submitting their names for the Commissioners to consideration.     

b. Next town cleanup date is scheduled for this weekend (August 12-14).  

9. Next Meeting 

 Wednesday, September 14, 2022 at 6:30 P.M.  
10. Adjourn 
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Time:  meeting adjourned at 9:07 P.M. 

 Submitted by:  David A. Bergsten 
Secretary, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Approved by:  KR Scott 
Chairperson, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 


